The Descendants of Noah
1800 B.C. over the whole of Mesopotamia. Its text i from the great stela found in 1902 at Susa, whence it 1 taken by the Elamites in the twelfth century during on< invasions. It is nothing less than a compilation of Sumerian laws and customs which, with certain modi were at this time in the process of being accepted whole state of Babylon. It was not, moreover, the firs laws—one had already been drawn up by the seconc the Third Dynasty of Ur and yet an earlier one kagina, a "patesi" (provincial governor) of Lagas 2630. There were also collected laws of local applic different cities. The modifications made by the Semit of Babylon were mainly in the direction of heavier pur for certain offences, particularly offences against the sa of the family tie, and crimes committed by slaves. A for example, is punished by death for both guilty whereas under Sumerian law it did not even necessari divorce. It is evident from the inscriptions deciph numerous Sumerian tablets that every act of civil subject to the law: buying and selling, inheritance, c and loans, marriage, divorce and adoption. There v courts—civil and religious; in the former the judg nominated by the king, in the latter they were priest officials such as provincial governors also had certain % powers. The principal difference between this legal sys ours is that, in common with all ancient civilisations, : nised distinctions of class: all were not equal before Society was divided into three classes: patricians, free i slaves. A crime against a patrician was punished mu